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That’s the 

building Fatso 

says is haunted.

It sure looks 

spooky... What do you 

say we have a look 

inside?

Uh...

Are you 

serious?

... OK, but you 

go first.



So, what do 

you see?

I can’t see 

anything. It’s 

too dark.

You 

sure?

thumpthump
thumpthump

thumpthump

thumpthump

thumpthump

Boo!Boo!



Mommy! 

I saw a 

ghost!

Waaaaaa!
Sometimes you 

gotta mess with 

these little punks– 

show ‘em what the 

grownups are 

made of.



It’s bikini 

season again. I 

gotta find some 

time to take Li 

to the beach.

Breakfast is 

ready Boss.

OK, go tell 

Yu-lan.



Sounds 

good.

Look, the white 

sandalwood on 

the roof has 

blossomed.

Hua, let’s pick 

a few and take 

them to Father’s 

grave.

Oh yeah, he 

spoke to me in a 

dream the other night. 

He says business is good 

in the afterlife. 

So good he needs 

an assistant.

For 

real?

Yes, for 

real.

Li could do it. 

We’ll just burn 

him up and send 

him to Dad.
<cough>! 

<cough>!You sprayed 

all over me! 

Disgusting!

Just kidding. 

If anything 

happened while 

you’re still on 

parole there’d 

be no end of

trouble.

Boss..

Now hurry 

up and eat. 

It’s time to 

open shop.

. . .



Opening 

time! 

ding-dingding-ding





cut.1 The Note 

cut.2 Brother-Sister Lunch 

cut.3 The White Sandalwood 

on the Roof

cut.4 Dark Alley

cut.5 The Other Package





Is that 

No. 125 or 

No. 135?

I’ve got to find this address.I’ve got to find this address.

But my mind is about as blurry But my mind is about as blurry 
as the writing on this note.as the writing on this note.

I’m not sure...I’m not sure...



Could this note my father’s friend handed Could this note my father’s friend handed 
me after the funeral be leading me to his me after the funeral be leading me to his 
first family?first family?

My father never told me anything about My father never told me anything about 
them, not as far as I can remember...them, not as far as I can remember...



CUT.1  The Note



kah-z
izz

kah-z
izz

kah-z
izz

kah-z
izzkah-z

izz
kah-z

izz



I’m still not used to having I’m still not used to having 
this kind of freedom.this kind of freedom.

It’s still hard to believe this It’s still hard to believe this 
is really happening.is really happening.

It all happened so fast.It all happened so fast.
Three months.Three months.

You look up one moment You look up one moment 
and one season has passed and one season has passed 
into the next. into the next. 



Maybe it’s because I’m no longer Maybe it’s because I’m no longer 
surrounded by chain-link and barbed wire.surrounded by chain-link and barbed wire.

There’s nothing to block the flow of time.There’s nothing to block the flow of time.

Oh man, it’s 

eight o’clock!

I better hurry 

up and get 

breakfast for 

the boss.

kah-zizz!
kah-zizz!



kah
-zi

zz!

kah
-zi

zz!

kah
-zi

zz!

kah
-zi

zz!

kah
-zi

zz!

kah
-zi

zz!

Huh?

?



Quick! 

Move! 

Move! 

My brakes 

are busted!



Aaa
h-ch

oo! 

Aaa
h-ch

oo! 

They say 

that means 

someone is 

cursing my 

name.

Boom! 

Off the 

back-board. 

No points.



Sorry, we now 

return to 

our super-

hip hairstyle 

makeover.

Flash!Flash!
Oh my god!Oh my god!
Did I do that? Did I do that? 
I can practically I can practically 
see my reflection!see my reflection!



Oh man, he’s one of the Oh man, he’s one of the 
toughest thugs in town! toughest thugs in town! 

If I can’t fix this...If I can’t fix this...

Hey! You 

daydreaming 

or some-

thing? 

Pick up the 

pace. I’ve got 

stuff to do!

Oh, no, I was 

just thinking... 

how... this style 

suits you!

That’s good. I 

need to look 

sharp. I’m going 

to meet a girl 

I met online. 

Heh heh heh...
<gulp>

Thanks! 

Come 

again! 



You’re looking 

good, man! This 

girl’s gonna be 

blown away by your 

hip-hop style!

You think so? 

If I get lucky 

tonight, I won’t 

charge you pro-

tection money 

this year.

You can keep 

the lock, free 

of charge!

Thank you 

for your 

business! 

Have a good 

evening!

Whew!Whew!

I’m still I’m still 
alive!alive!

Chen 

Hsiao-hua! 
Huh?

. . .



OK!

I’ll 

be going. 

Say hi to Li 

for me.

Who would 

send me some-

thing? It doesn’t 

look like a bill, 

and I already 

paid Mona. Or 

did I?

Who knows? 

Maybe I’ve 

got a secret 

admirer.



Ahem—

You don’t 

need to pick 

that up. It’s 

nothing... 

It’s OK.

Oh! 

Here—
I got 

it!

Thank 

you. 

It’s a 

good thing 

there was no 

water in the 

gutter.



I’m sorry 

I made you crash 

your bike. Are you 

sure you’re all 

right?

Look what 

you did to 

my wall!

I’m fine. It’s 

my fault for 

not keeping 

my eyes on 

the road.

What brings you 

here so early in 

the morning? You 

don’t look like

   you’re from 

       around here. 

Nothing, 

really...

I figured 

it was just as 

well if I lost this 

scrap of paper... 

but then you 

picked it up 

for me...

I don’t 

know if 

I should 

thank you, 

or...



Sorry, I 

didn’t hear 

you clearly. 

Do you need 

help with 

something?

I’ve only 

been back 

for three 

months, but 

I grew up 

here.

If you 

need help 

just say 

the word.

Oh... no... 

It’s just 

you’re a...

Whoa, 

sorry! 

That’s not 

what I 

meant. 

... stran-

ger.

And I’m 

just a 

stranger 

to you, too.You really 

shouldn’t be so 

friendly with people 

you don’t know. 

Aren’t you afraid 

someone will take 

advantage 

of you? 



You’re not 

wrong, Miss. You’d 

better be 

careful around 

this one.

?

He just 

got out on 

parole. 

. . .



You’d better 

stay in line. 

I’m keeping an 

eye on you.

. . .



. . .

He’s gone, 

Officer. No 

need to go 

on staring 

at empty 

space.

Oh, and could 

you help me 

find this 

address? I’m 

totally lost.

Turn 

left at 

the next 

inter-

section.



If you’re 

just here 

to sightsee, 

Miss, I won’t 

interfere.

Huh?

But if 

you’re 

planning 

to stay...

... next 

time I 

see you 

dressed 

like 

that,

I’ll tell you

to go home 

and dress 

properly.

Hmmph! Not like you Hmmph! Not like you 
weren’t enjoying the view.weren’t enjoying the view.

tug—

Two Two 
wierdos wierdos 
already, already, 
and I just and I just 
arrived...arrived... 



Hua,Hua,
This is the first letter I’ve ever written This is the first letter I’ve ever written 
to you, and it might also be the last. to you, and it might also be the last. 

I’ve never been good at writing letters. I’ve never been good at writing letters. 
I didn’t have much of an education, so I didn’t have much of an education, so 
it’s always a struggle to express myself it’s always a struggle to express myself 
in writing. Moreover, I don’t know in writing. Moreover, I don’t know 
the right way to talk to a son that I the right way to talk to a son that I 

abandoned over two decades ago.abandoned over two decades ago.

<exhale> 



Hmmph! You 

still had the 

strength to 

write a letter, 

but you couldn’t 

be bothered to 

tell me to my 

face.

A bunch of 

words on paper 

weren’t going to 

talk back to you, 

is that it? Surely 

a dying man would 

want to see 

his son.

Mom was 

right. You 

were just 

a coward.

Even if 

the whole is-

land was sinking 

into the sea, you 

still wouldn’t 

have come to 

face me.

I always wanted to have my own I always wanted to have my own 
family, maybe because my parents family, maybe because my parents 
died when I was still young. died when I was still young. 
I started fixing up this house when I started fixing up this house when 
I was just 19. I was just 19. 

You were born two months after You were born two months after 
we opened shop, and then I received my draft we opened shop, and then I received my draft 
and left to be a soldier. and left to be a soldier. 

I borrowed one part of each of our names – I borrowed one part of each of our names – 
Chen Chen-DONG, Chen Hsiao-HUA, Chen Chen-DONG, Chen Hsiao-HUA, 

and Yen Hsiu-CHUN – and Yen Hsiu-CHUN – 
and named the shop and named the shop 

Dong Hua Chun.Dong Hua Chun.

The three of us watched it happen. Me, your mother, The three of us watched it happen. Me, your mother, 
and you, still in your mother’s belly.and you, still in your mother’s belly.
Repairs, painting, decorating, until the day I hung up Repairs, painting, decorating, until the day I hung up 
the sign. I still remember it clear as day, even though the sign. I still remember it clear as day, even though 
I can barely see at all anymore.I can barely see at all anymore.



People are strange. They often take for granted the People are strange. They often take for granted the 
very thing that brings them the most happiness.  very thing that brings them the most happiness.  

They think it will always be there They think it will always be there 
when they need it. when they need it. 

In those days I was jealous of the single guys, In those days I was jealous of the single guys, 
always out having a ball anytime they were always out having a ball anytime they were 

on leave, packing a whole week of fun on leave, packing a whole week of fun 
into a single day if they had to.into a single day if they had to.

But I had to head home But I had to head home 
to take up my scissors to take up my scissors 
and make a living. and make a living. 
I had to raise a kid. I had to raise a kid. 
I always reported back I always reported back 
to my unit exhausted to my unit exhausted 
to begin another to begin another 
round of training.round of training.

In fact, I was happy. In fact, I was happy. 
But I couldn’t see it. But I couldn’t see it. 
My eyes were clouded by My eyes were clouded by 
my desire to go out and my desire to go out and 
fool around. I saw myself fool around. I saw myself 
as a kite that wanted to as a kite that wanted to 
fly free, and you and your fly free, and you and your 
mother were the string mother were the string 
that tied me down.that tied me down.

In Taiwanese, we call our In Taiwanese, we call our 
wife our “hand-in-hand”. wife our “hand-in-hand”. 
Only by living hand-in-Only by living hand-in-

hand can you make a hand can you make a 
family whole. But, family whole. But, 

of course, it also of course, it also 
means your hands means your hands 

are tied. Your are tied. Your 
mother did her mother did her 

best to hold best to hold 
onto my hand onto my hand 

and protect our and protect our 
family. But I was family. But I was 

always shaking always shaking 
off her grip on me. off her grip on me. 

At first I told her lies. At first I told her lies. 
Then I started yelling at Then I started yelling at 

her. I hurt the people her. I hurt the people 
who loved me. who loved me. 

You’ll probably You’ll probably 
never forget your never forget your 
tenth birthday. tenth birthday. 

I’ll never forget I’ll never forget 
either. either. 

That’s the day I walked out on That’s the day I walked out on 
you both, and betrayed myself, you both, and betrayed myself, 
the 19-year-old self who had the 19-year-old self who had 
wanted a family so badly. wanted a family so badly. 



It takes only a second It takes only a second 
to abandon someone, to abandon someone, 

but you’ll pay for it but you’ll pay for it 
with a lifetime with a lifetime 

of being of being 
abandoned.abandoned.

Hua, I am sorry Hua, I am sorry 
for what I did. for what I did. 
I was too weak, I was too weak, 
and I left you and I left you 
halfway through halfway through 
the journey. I the journey. I 
wasn’t there to wasn’t there to 
see you to the see you to the 
final stop.final stop.

. . .

Just one 

day off...

The 

day before 

National Day is 

always a hard 

day for me.I used to 

think I must 

have been born 

on the wrong day 

to have such 

rotten 

luck...

What’s 

this?



Whoa!

Who’s 

this kid?

. . .



It’s got a 

tree growing 

out of the roof! 

Can this creepy 

place really be 

my father’s old 

house?

What kind 

of person 

would live 

here?

The longer I 

stand here, the 

more I feel like it 

has to be haunted. 

Could I ever call 

a place like this 

home?

Originally, I planned to live out my Originally, I planned to live out my 
life alone. Operate a hair salon out life alone. Operate a hair salon out 
of my house. Live life.of my house. Live life.

But I couldn’t take the loneliness. The cracks in my heart seemed But I couldn’t take the loneliness. The cracks in my heart seemed 
to get bigger and bigger. When I was 39, a divorcee walked to get bigger and bigger. When I was 39, a divorcee walked 
into my shop smelling like a white sandalwood flower. into my shop smelling like a white sandalwood flower. 

She started coming by regularly, and soon we were together.She started coming by regularly, and soon we were together.



But one morning on a day like any other But one morning on a day like any other 
day, she left and never came back...day, she left and never came back...
It was like waking up from a dream that It was like waking up from a dream that 
had lasted over a year. had lasted over a year. 

And the thing And the thing 
that woke me up that woke me up 
was the sound of was the sound of 
crying from the crying from the 
crib next to my bed.crib next to my bed.

...?! 

She’s your little sister.She’s your little sister.



She’s your little sister.She’s your little sister.

Everything you Everything you 
need to know need to know 
about her is in about her is in 
the enclosed the enclosed 
envelope. envelope. 
Please, I beg you, Please, I beg you, 
take care of her take care of her 
after I’m gone.after I’m gone.
I’m sorry to add I’m sorry to add 
more trouble to more trouble to 
your life.your life.



Hmmph!

He’s been gone 

for decades and 

the first letter 

he sends is to ask 

me to care for 

someone else’s 

kid...

... a little 

sister 20 years 

younger than me. 

How did he think 

I’d be OK with 

that?
Hmmph! 

Even after 

you’re dead 

you’re still 

messing with 

my life.

I must have been 

a real bastard in 

a former life, or 

maybe I just owed 

you a lot of money. 

That’s the only way 

to explain it.

Karma’s 

a bitch. 

Seriously. 

20 years! 

She could 

be my 

daughter.

What if I had 

met her when 

she was younger? 

What kind of big 

brother would I 

have been?



Age 8

Can you 
help me with 

my math 
homework?

No 
problem!

Age 13

I knit 
this for 
you in 
class!

moved 

to tears

<sob>

Age 16

Hey, I’m 
changing! 
Shut the 
door!

Age 18

What are 
you doing 
up so late? 
And where 
are your 
clothes? 

No... no... no... 
What am I doing?!

Thwack!
Thwack!

Thwack!
Thwack!

Thwack!
Thwack!

What 

the hell 

is wrong 

with 

me?!?! 



Mother%*#@! 

That hurts!

I guess I 

don’t know 

my own 

strength.

. . .

Oh forget 

it! I should 

just get 

out of 

here.

Whoa!

Oh, I’m 

sorry!

Oh! 

What 

the? 



Hey, 

it’s you! 

That 

friendly 

guy who just 

happens 

to be on 

parole!

Heh, heh. 

What a 

coincidence. 

Are you lost 

again?

Oh crap! 

The boss’ 

breakfast...

What are 

you doing 

here?

Me? Oh, 

I work 

at this 

barber 

shop.  

You work 

here? In 

this spooky 

place?

Spooky? 

You mean 

there are 

ghosts in 

here? I’ve been here three months 
I’ve been here three months 

and the boss never said 
and the boss never said 

anything about ghosts!
anything about ghosts!

Hey, did you 

ever find that 

address you 

were looking 

for?

. . .



Did I find 

it? I guess 

you could 

say that...

Break-

fast is 

ruined.

Ahem! 

Excuse 

me...

that’s mine. 

Thanks for 

picking it up. 

Oh,

Mor-

ning 

Boss.

What? This 

old guy’s 

your boss?



Old guy? 

I’m only 37.

Listen, 

Yu-lan...

How do you 

know my 

name, you 

creep?!?!

You 

want to 

know?

Watch my 

hands 

closely...

... don’t 

take your 

eyes off 

them...

Ta da!

Bam!Bam!

That was 

amazing! 

How’d you 

do it?

Teach 

me, boss! 

Teach 

me!Shut up! 

You’re 

missing 

the point!

What?Why 

do you 

have my 

picture?



I’m not 

really sure how 

to tell you, so I 

guess I’ll just 

say it...



... your dad and 

my dad are the 

same dude. 



Oh!



So...

so... so...

I guess...

that 

means... 

she’s 

your half-

sister?

Exactly.

I’m her 

big bro.

. . .



No one told 

me anything. 

He just said I 

had to find this 

address...

I had no 

idea that the 

“old home” he 

was sending 

me to...

... was still 

occupied by his 

ex-wife’s family. 

What am I to 

make of that?

He just sent 

me here like some 

kind of package. 

Didn’t he even 

think for one 

second how I 

might feel? 

. . .

Ahem. He 

did the 

responsible 

thing: he 

raised you.

And before 

he died he left 

you this paper so 

you’d know where 

to go next.



When he left me 

and my mother, 

all he left us was 

tears and a lot of 

questions.

So maybe you 

should consider 

you had it 

pretty good.

I’m just as 

surprised as you 

are. I only found 

out about 

you today.

Speaking 

honestly, I don’t 

know anything about 

you. But the guy who 

sent this package is 

dead, so there’s no 

way to return 

it.

. . .

I’m not going 

to force anyone. 

You make your 

own decision. You 

can stay or you 

can go.

This 

package has 

its own two 

legs, after 

all.

. . .

. . .



Just 

pretend 

I never 

came...

What a What a 
drama drama 
queen...queen...

Wait a 

sec!

. . .



You guys are family!

You finally meet 

after all these 

years, and now 

you want to 

pretend it never 

happened?

Even perfect 

strangers can 

become a family, 

but you guys 

share the same 

blood!

Anyhow, I 

don’t think 

you would have 

come if you 

had someplace 

else to go.

Your father 

wanted you 

to meet each 

other and live 

together....

You’ve 

already missed 

20 years together. 

You have to stay 

and give it a 

chance.

Bonk
Bonk

Hey, the house 

is mine. Don’t 

talk as if you 

own it.

Damn, you 

got a hard 

head. This 

thing split 

open. 

Sorry! 

I got a 

little 

carried 

away.

. . .



Aren’t you 
always telling 

me you’re 
too busy and 
you need an 
assistant? 

Assis-

tant? 

I never 

said 

anything 

about an 

assistant...

Oh yeah, right! 

An assistant! 

I really need 

an assistant!

And hey, 

Yu-lan...

I’d like to 

invite you to 

join the Tung Hua 

Chun Barbershop 

team, starting 

today.
And...



Once you 

get settled 

in, we’ll take a day 

off and you can 

take me to Dad’s 

tomb to burn 

incense for 

him.

Damn, this 

thing won’t 

turn...

... OK.

. . .It doesn’t look 

like you brought 

anything, but don’t 

worry, you can wear 

some of my Mom’s old 

clothes for now. Li will 

go straighten up the 

guest room 

for you.

Yessir!



Let me 

introduce 

myself.

Hi, I’m Chen 

Hsiao-hua. I’m 

the owner of 

this barber 

shop.

Huh?

Not this 

old game...



Hua, I’ve heard older folks talk about how precious it Hua, I’ve heard older folks talk about how precious it 
is to have a sibling. I hope you can set aside whatever is to have a sibling. I hope you can set aside whatever 
grievances you have with me, and try to accept her.grievances you have with me, and try to accept her.

The white sandalwood on the roof should be blooming The white sandalwood on the roof should be blooming 
soon. If it’s OK, I’d like you to pick a flower for me and soon. If it’s OK, I’d like you to pick a flower for me and 
place it by my tomb – if you’re still willing to come see place it by my tomb – if you’re still willing to come see 
me, that is.me, that is.

Your Father, Chen-DongYour Father, Chen-Dong



Hey everyone, I’m Hey everyone, I’m 
Masha. I’m 25 years Masha. I’m 25 years 
old. I know a lot of old. I know a lot of 

people in the village people in the village 
talk about me behind talk about me behind 
my back because I’m my back because I’m 

the guy who goes the guy who goes 
around collecting around collecting 

protection money. protection money. 
But hey, that’s my job. But hey, that’s my job. 
If they hired a security If they hired a security 
guard they’d still have guard they’d still have 
to pay money, right?to pay money, right?

The truth is my The truth is my 
work is all about work is all about 
protecting people protecting people 
and helping out. and helping out. 
No different than No different than 
the local district the local district 
manager when manager when 
you get down to you get down to 
it. So I really can’t it. So I really can’t 
understand why understand why 
I’ve got so many I’ve got so many 
haters...haters...

Today, I want to see this Today, I want to see this 
girl I met online for the girl I met online for the 

first time. Man, was I first time. Man, was I 
nervous! She told me to nervous! She told me to 

meet her at this Western meet her at this Western 
restaurant at the end restaurant at the end 

of the street, so I figure of the street, so I figure 
she must live nearby. she must live nearby. 

Can you imagine? Of all Can you imagine? Of all 
the people out there on the people out there on 
the internet, I met a girl the internet, I met a girl 

from my own town. from my own town. 
It must be destiny!It must be destiny!

I sat there and ate five steaks, I sat there and ate five steaks, 
six pieces of cake, and seven six pieces of cake, and seven 

cups of coffee, but she cups of coffee, but she 
never showed up...never showed up...

Was she Was she 
caught in caught in 

traffic? Hah! traffic? Hah! 
What am I What am I 

thinking? thinking? 
There’s There’s 

never any never any 
traffic in traffic in 

this town. this town. 

Then it Then it 
came to came to 
me! She me! She 

had to be had to be 
the waitress the waitress 

who had been who had been 
serving me serving me 

all along. all along. 

Her family Her family 
must run must run 
this place. this place. 

I was I was 
here just here just 
last week last week 

collecting collecting 
protection protection 

money.money.

So, to be So, to be 
polite, I took polite, I took 
off my hat off my hat 
and nodded and nodded 
her way.her way.
 I know Hua  I know Hua 
told me to told me to 
leave it on, leave it on, 
but I’m a but I’m a 
gentleman.gentleman.

And I think it And I think it 
worked. She worked. She 

smiled – no, not smiled – no, not 
just her – her just her – her 
whole family whole family 
smiled at me!smiled at me!

Yes! Yes! 
That first That first 
date was date was 
a total a total 
success!success!

Spring is in the air! Spring is in the air! 
The seeds of love have The seeds of love have 

been planted and are been planted and are 
ready to sprout!ready to sprout!

I may have spent I may have spent 
10,000 Taiwan dollars 10,000 Taiwan dollars 

on that meal, but it on that meal, but it 
was worth it. My boys was worth it. My boys 

all say I got played, but all say I got played, but 
what do they know what do they know 

about love?about love?

She She 
was my was my 
internet internet 
date!date!


